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Interview skills for Primary school
At the end of last term several schools began their school admission process by 
hosting student/parent interviews. They are continuing into January. Every school is 
different and does have different requirements. Some schools do have a more formal 
interview process. We urge you to inform us of the schools you are interviewing for. 
This will enable us to best prepare our students. It is also helpful that when 
requesting a  Reference letter you let us know the name of the school you are 
applying for. 
What is a Typical Interview Like?
Children are invited to a group interview, with school staff members (usually the Year 
One teachers and Coordinator). Often the Special Needs Coordinator is also present. 
The interview usually begins with sharing a ‘big book’ together. Children are 
encouraged to listen and answer questions about the story as it unfolds. They may be 
asked to predict what happens next, discuss their favourite character or retell a little 
of the story. If the story has predictable or repetitive language, they may join in as 
the teacher reads the story. Following this, the children will be able to choose from a 
range of activities, such as construction sets and/or drawing whilst interacting with 
one another and the adults. Some schools expect children to be able to identify and 
draw basic shapes like rectangle, square, triangle and circle. They may also be tested 
on number and letter recognition. Another popular interview activity is to get the 
children to draw a picture and talk about what they have drawn. The objective of this 
exercise is not to test how well the children can draw, but rather to assess how 
articulate and descriptive they are. Children may also be shown a picture and asked 
to describe the picture. 
What Skills Are Important?
The teachers are looking for evidence that each child can understand and use enough 
English to allow him/her to access all areas of the curriculum once in the 
predominantly English environment. 
The most important aspect of an interview is the child’s ability to understand and 
follow simple instructions.
What’s the purpose of the interview?
For the school to assess if the student (and parents, to some extent) is a good fit for 
the school and vice versa. This can be based on academics, behaviour, ethics and 
values, commitment to study, commitment to sport and co-curricular.
To assess school readiness for entry.
To ensure the school can cater for the student’s needs and provide any required 
learning support.
To get to know the student beyond what can be found on an application and school 
reports.
Remember:
Be on time. If you’re running late, phone the school and let them know. Allow plenty 
of time to travel so you and your child are relaxed and ready for the meeting.
Be flexible when arranging the time. The vast majority of interviews occur during 
school hours.
Ensure the school has all relevant information before the interview, including school 
reports or specialist reports. Never hide anything from the school as any non-
disclosure could greatly jeopardise not only the future enrolment, but ongoing 
enrolment once your child is in the school. Remember, schools have the right to ask 
for all information about your child, and they also have the right to speak to your 
current or previous school. Schools are legally obligated to cater for any child’s needs 
by making any reasonable adjustments. Do not answer any question directed 

towards your child. Allow your child to answer questions and be themselves.
.
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. Welcome back and a Happy New Year.
Its been lovely hearing all our students news about their 
Christmas holidays. It would seen that Father Christmas 
did a fantastic job!
I know many of you, like myself traveled to spend time 
with family and friends and are now getting over jet lag, 
so good luck!
We have a busy January with plans underway for our 
Chinese New Year Fayre. This is popular whole school   
(4 branches) event which is great fun. Its always lovely 
seeing our students in their traditional Chinese outfits, 
singing Chinese songs, as well as trying different foods. 
More information regarding this event will be sent home 
shortly,

• Please do not put too many layers of clothing on your child. 
It really does impede their movement throughout the day

• Girl- Please do not put tights under trousers but instead 
use long socks

• Dental Talk-Whole school 15th January 
• Dental Check up K1,2,3 – 15th January (please return 

consent forms)

We know that it can be a stressful time waiting for the results of 
interviews but please remember my door is always open
if you would like to come in any time for a chat and do keep us 

updated of results.                         Kathryn McHugh
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